
                                       
B.A. Part-III (Honours) Examination, 2021 

Subject: English 

Paper: VIII 

Time: 2 Hours                     Full Marks: 50 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

Candidates are to give their answers in their own words as far as practicable. 

 

(NEW SYLLABUS) 

Attempt either OPTION A or OPTION B 

 

OPTION A: AMERICAN LITERATURE 

 
1. Answer any three of the following questions:               10X3=30  
 

   a. Trace the importance of Puritanism in early American literature. 
 
b. Discuss the central theme of Walt Whitman's "Crossing Brooklyn Ferry". 
 
c. Critically evaluate the poem "I, Too" by Langston Hughes. 
 
d. (i) Write a note on the role of Daisy Buchanan in Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby. 

Or 
    (ii) Discuss The Catcher in the Rye as a coming-of-age novel. 
 
e. (i) Discuss the revenge theme in Mourning becomes Electra. 

Or 
            (ii) Critically analyse the character of Ruth Younger in A Raisin in the Sun. 
 
 
2. Answer any four of the following questions:              5X4=20  
 

a. What does the poet suggest by the expression “Two roads diverged in a wood”? 
 

b. “I, too, am America”. Explain the speaker’s attitude as revealed in the quoted line. 
 

c. Describe the sights and sounds of the ferry ride that the poet claims will be shared by 
every future rider of the ferry. 
 

d. Write briefly on the use of holocaust imagery in Lady Lazarus. 
 



e. Narrate the speaker’s experience of the East after Gatsby’s death. 
 

f. Why does Lavinia hate her mother? 

 

OPTION B: INDIAN ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 

1. Answer any three of the following questions:            10X3=30 
 
a. Attempt a critical estimate of Kamala Das’s contribution to Indian English poetry. 

 
b. Consider “The Seasons of the Plains” as a poem of memories within memories. 

 
c. Discuss “The Stone Age” as a poem presenting a woman being trapped in a loveless 

marriage. 
 
d. (i) Comment on the theme of identity in Tara. 

Or 
(ii) Comment on the relationship between Padmini and Devdatta in Hayavadana. 

 
e. (i) Comment on Bakha relation with Gandhi as portrayed in Anand’s   Untouchable. 

Or 
                  (ii) Justify the appropriateness of the title The Hungry Tide. 
 
 

2. Answer any four of the following questions:              5X4=20  
 

a. Comment on Derozio’s use of images in “Sonnet to the Pupils of the Hindu College”. 
 

b. How does the father’s insensitivity put the daughter’s identity in crisis in the poem 
“Hunger”? 

 
c. How does the speaker recall her grandmother’s house after her grandmother’s death in 

the poem “My Grandmother’s House”? 
 

d. Why is Dr. Thakkar presented as a “sheer God-like presence” in the stage direction of 
Dattani’s play Tara? 

 
e. Why does Nilima invite Kanai to the Sundarbans in Ghosh’s The Hungry Tide? 

 
f. Comment on the Bonbibi myth in Ghosh’s The Hungry Tide. 
 

_____________________ 
 



(OLD SYLLABUS) 
 
 

1.  Answer any three of the following questions:             10X3=30 
 

   a. Discuss the nature and extent of the Scandinavian influence on the English language. 
 
b. Evaluate Shakespeare’s contribution to the development of the English language. 
 
c. Discuss the salient features of American English. 
 
d. Consider the influence of science and technology on the English language. 
 
e. Write a short essay in about 350 words on any one of the following topics: 
     You may use the given guidelines: 
 

(i) Secularism in India: [Definition of ‘secularism’-- aspects of India’s secularism-- Is 
India truly secular? -- Conclusion] 

(ii) Post-Independence Indian English poetry: [Introduction-- brief history-- major poets 
and works-- recognition achieved-- Conclusion] 

 
 
2. Answer any four of the following questions:              5X4=20  
 

a. What is elevation of meaning? 
 

b. Write briefly on Johnsonese. 
 

c. Why is Old English called a ‘synthetic language’? 
 

d. Write briefly on the major patterns of intonation in English. 
 

e. What is the difference between a complement clause and a relative clause? Discuss with 
examples from English. 
 

f. Give examples of the following syllable structures (with transcription): 
 
(i) CCV 
(ii) CCCV 
(iii) CCCVCCVC 
(iv) CVVCCVC 

____________________ 

 


